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Western is helping employees stay 





Efforts began two years ago
By Ka t i e Br a n d e n B u r g
Herald reporter
Martha Lloyd learned to love football while 
sitting on her couch watching weekend games 
with her father. 
His passion for the sport as he explained the 
rules to her, created a lasting connection to the 
game, Lloyd said.
“I love football,” she said. “I’m a sports nut, 
but football is my favorite.”
Lloyd, a Radcliff resident, is one of the many 
Western alumni who have donated money to the 
football program since the time leading up to the 
Board of Regents decision to make a transition to 
I-A football. 
Alex Downing, president of the College 
Heights Foundation, said fundraising efforts have 
been enhanced during the past two football sea-
sons in anticipation of the move.
The money coming in will help pay for some 
of the extra cost of a I-A football team, he said.
Those costs include 22 more football scholar-
ships, three more coaches and more staff mem-
bers, coach David Elson said.
“The support that we’re being given is excel-
lent,” Elson said.
The College Heights Foundation handles 
fundraising for the Touchdown Club and football 
endowments, Downing said.
An endowment is a fund that Western uses to 
create interest in donating money.
The Touchdown Club, an annual giving orga-
nization, has raised about $94,000 since July, 
Downing said. Total fundraising through the club 
exceeded $181,000 last year.
That number is more than double the amount 




Nafisi wrote memoir, essay
S e e  D o n o r S ,  p a g e  7
By Je n n i f e r do o p e r
Herald reporter
A taste of Iranian life and culture will come to 
the Hill next week.
Azar Nafisi, the author of the best-selling mem-
oir “Reading Lolita in Tehran,” will speak at Van 
Meter Auditorium Tuesday.
She’ll discuss her essay “The Republic of the 
Imagination.”
The essay highlights her experiences living in 
the United States and Iran.
Nafisi wrote that she was 
born in Iran and lived there 
until she was 13, when she 
moved to England and later 
to the United States.
She moved back to Iran 
in 1979, after the country’s 
Islamic revolution, according 
to the essay.
Revolutionaries disman-
tled the secular monarchy in 
Iran and created an Islamic 
republic. Final authority was 
given to a religious scholar, 
according to  the CIA World 
Factbook.
Nafisi wrote that she taught literature, including 
American novels, at the University of Tehran.
“The war on women’s rights, human rights 
and culture became central to the fight against the 
‘Western conspiracy,’” she wrote in her essay.
She was expelled from teaching in 1981 for 
not wearing the veil. She resumed teaching in 
1987 at the Free Islamic University.
By 1995 Nafisi began hosting secret book 
discussions with some of her former students, 
S e e  a u t h o r ,  p a g e  7
Dana Rieber/Herald
Left to right, Morganfield junior Rachel Carrier, Morgantown sophomore Leeann Phelps and Sturgis sophomore Brittany Harper listen to 
ringtones on their cell phones while eating at Downing University Center.
Saving room for leftovers
Missed meals part of plan
By Mi c h a e l ca s a g r a n d e
Herald reporter
Tiara White is one of the more than 5,000 Western 
students who swipe a Big Red ID card before eating.
White, of Louisville, along with nearly every 
other Western freshman, is required to buy a meal 
plan that costs a minimum of $896 each semester 
for 10 meals each week.
She chose to spend $1,037 for 14 meals a week, 
but she said she regrets the decision because at least 
three meals go unused each week.
Unused meals each week are forfeited.
“I think it’s kind of a rip-off,” White said.
But those meals aren’t totally wasted.
Dining services policy anticipates a certain 
number of missed meals, and alternate dining 
options are on the rise across the state.
The missed-meal factor
White goes home about once a month, and she 
loses as many as seven meals when she leaves town.
But a missed-meal factor accounts for the num-
ber of meals students are expected to miss each 
week or month.
Dining Services takes the average number of meals 
missed into account when setting meal plan prices.
Prices would be much higher if students were 
expected to eat all of the meals they paid for, 
Auxillary Services Director Gary Meszaros said.
Patricia Dailey, editor in chief for food service 
trade magazine “Restaurants and Institutions,” said 
the missed-meal factor is one of many factors that 
helps determine meal plan prices.
By ch r i s t i n a al l e n
Herald reporter
It was 4 p.m. one day last year, 
and Lexington sophomore Kristina 
Dyer was hungry.
But she wouldn’t be able to eat 
after her night class if she used her 
meal plan swipe so early in the 
evening.
“Night classes suck when you’re 
on meal plan,” she said. “I mean, 
who eats dinner at 4:30?”
The transition to college also 
means a transition in eating habits 
for students such as Dyer.
Some students benefit from or 
adjust to the change, while others 
find themselves gaining weight.
Karen Mason, assistant consum-
er and family sciences professor, 
teaches nutrition at Western. She 
said most students don’t eat prop-
erly because of their schedules.
“Students work. They have 
class. They do other things. And 
they tend to look for convenient, 
fast food,” Mason said.
Mason advises students to pack 
healthy snacks such as fruit, vege-
tables and pretzels when they know 
they’ll be too busy to eat properly.
Dyer didn’t buy a meal plan this 
semester.
“I put on a lot of weight when I 
had meal plan,” she said. “I felt like 
I had paid for all the meals, so I had 
to use them.” 
Dyer said her eating habits have 
gotten worse since she entered col-
lege. 
“Even when you’re not on meal 
plan, you tend to shop for cheap 
food,” she said. “I eat a lot of 
(Kraft) Easy Mac and junk food 
and those little individual packets 
of Hamburger Helper.”
Charita Moyers, frontline super-
visor for Western food services, 
said the meal plan schedule is 
divided into three blocks.
Breakfast is from 7 until 10 
a.m., lunch is from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m, and dinner is from 4 until 
8 p.m. Students can use one meal 
swipe per block.
Louisville freshman Kristen 
Houser said it’s difficult to eat 
healthily in college, but she makes 
an effort to find nutritious foods.
Houser said she avoids meat and 
eats fruits, vegetables and organic 
foods. She eats many of her meals 
at the Fresh Food Company.
Louisville sophomore Michel 
Stephens said he has the diet of a 
five-year-old.
Incoming students learn to adapt to new eating schedule, food variety
S e e  M e a l S ,  p a g e  8
S e e  e a t i n g ,  p a g e  5
Where: Van 
Meter Auditorium




Louisville sophomore Gail Forbes, right, is a resident assistant in Pearce-Ford 
Tower. “I ate healthier at home because my mom cooked every night, and here 
I eat more fast food,” she said. Paducah sophomore Shakiyah Leonard lives on 
Forbes’ floor. Leonard said her eating habits haven’t changed in college. “I eat 
junk here, and I ate junk at home,” she said. “I’m a junk- eater.”
$896
Minimum amount 
a freshman spends 
on the required 
meal plan of 10 
meals a week
37
Percent of money 
that goes to waste 
from missed meals
5,000
Number of students 
who swipe their Big 







Part 1 in a 3-part series about wellness and spending
health wisdom
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Reserve a 2007 Talisman
follow the directions
FREE copy
10% Off With WKU Student ID
Fast Feast Buffet! 









Not valid with any other offer, 
coupon or discount. Pick-up or 
delivery. Price does not include 
tax. Limited time offer.
LUNCH
$6.75 with drink 
+tax
DINNER
$7.31 with drink 
+ tax
Buffet & Salad Bar






w/ ranch dipping sauce
$16.99 delivery
pick-up $14.99






and get a FREE 
medium 
pepperoni pizza!








u Belly dancing instructional program, 
7:30-8:30 p.m. today, Preston Center
u Kentucky Live presents James 
Archambeault, 7 p.m. today, Barnes & 
Noble Booksellers
u Men’s Lacrosse Club vs. Northern 
Kentucky University, 9 p.m. tomorrow, 
Hattie L. Preston Intramural Sports Center
u Scrapbooking for Hope, 5 p.m.  
tomorrow and Saturday, Academic 
Complex, Room 400
u Men’s basketball vs. Middle Tennessee, 
1 p.m. Saturday, Diddle Arena
u Women’s basketball vs. Middle 
Tennessee, 2 p.m. Sunday, Diddle Arena
B e y o n d  t h e  H i l lthousand wordsa
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 
1 through 9 with no repeats.





u Walter E. Livers, Pearce-Ford 
Tower, reported a theft of more than 
$300 on Feb. 6, when he discovered 
his Hewlett-Packard laptop missing 
from his dorm room. The value of 
the theft was $850.
u Adam N. Baldwin, Barnes-
Campbell Hall, reported burglary 
in the second degree Feb. 6 when 
he discovered his black LG cell 
phone stolen from his dorm room. 
The value of the stolen property was 
$130.
Baldwin also discovered three 
textbooks stolen from his backpack 
in his dorm room. The value of the 
theft was $110. 
u Paul E. Shobe, Parish Court, 
reported a theft under $300 on 
Feb. 6 when he discovered his 
Motorola V26 cell phone stolen 
from the Barnes sixth floor jani-
tor’s closet. The value of the theft 
is unknown.
u Logan A. Parke, Barnes, 
reported burglary in the second 
degree Feb. 6 when he discovered 
his white Macintosh laptop stolen 
from his dorm room. The value of 
the theft was $2,500.
u Resident Assistant Kyanna A. 
Coffee, Southwest Hall, reported 
an incident of possession of mari-
juana Feb. 6, when she discovered 
marijuana residue and paraphernalia 
lying in plain view during a routine 
safety inspection.
u A woman reported harassment 
Feb. 6, when she received a threat-
ening phone call while walking on 
Avenue of Champions. 
Arrests
u Mark A. Little, Trent Way, 
was arrested on charges of assault 
in the fourth degree Feb. 6 at cam-
pus police headquarters. He was 
released from the Warren County 
Regional Jail the same day on a 
$1,000 cash bond.
u Robert L. Hess, Robin Road, 
was arrested on charges of careless 
driving and driving under the influ-
ence Feb. 7 on Morgantown Road. 
He was released from the Warren 
County jail the same day on a $750 
unsecured bond.
Due to a Herald error, the fund-
ing for the Kelly Autism Program 
was not fully identified in the Page 
5 story about the program of the 
Feb. 6 issue.
The Kelly family, along with 
Western and other private donors 
fund the program. 
The autism center employees 
didn’t use the word autistic to 
describe participants. 
The Herald regrets the errors. 
The College Heights Herald 
corrects all confirmed errors 
that are brought to the editors’ 
attention. Please call 745-6011 
or 745-2655 to report a correc-
tion, or e-mail us at herald@
wkuherald.com.
Correctiont
You might have seen him while walking to or from school. But instead of flashing a grin, you might have looked down, walked faster or just pretended that he wasn’t there. Meet Richard Knight. A disabled Vietnam War veteran, Knight 
supplements his food stamps, veterans’ benefits and disability Social 
Security by digging through dumpsters for aluminum cans and whatever 
else of value he can find. Knight can’t have a job because of his dis-
abilities.
“I took up dumpster diving as a hobby. I can’t afford to work mini-
mum wage,” Knight said. “If I do, I’m in trouble.” 
Living in a one-bedroom apartment on the outskirts of town, Knight 
walks through the streets looking for help and hope on a day-to-day 
basis. Knight’s current situation could make one wonder what will hap-
pen to current soldiers.
“I went to serve my country and now what do I have? Nothing,” he said.   
Knight eagerly joined the Marine Corps when he was 17, asking his 
father to lie about his age. 
“Red, white and blue. Those are the most beautiful colors I know. I’d 
put them over anything,” Knight said.
Dana Rieber is a senior photojournalism major from Shepherdsville. 
Reach her at dana.rieber@gmail.com.
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12 oz. cans or bottles
$10.99












































We are currently filling all positions at our new restaurant 
at 300 Cumberland Trace Rd, Bowling Green, KY 42103 




• Opportunity for Advancement
Now H
iring
For interview times call (270)-745-7171 or email us at Jobs@Ilovecatfish.com
By Su S i e La u n
Herald reporter
Some Kentucky teachers and 
employees could be more secure 
about their retirement money.
Gov. Ernie Fletcher is asking 
for $50 million from the bud-
get surplus to be set aside for 
the state’s retirement systems, 
according to a press release on 
his Web site.
Fletcher has been traveling 
across Kentucky during the past 
few weeks to decide the best 
way to spend the surplus, the 
press release stated.
Assistant History Professor 
Andrew McMichael proposed 
a resolution at January’s 
University Senate meeting 
that suggested spending some 
of the state’s budget sur-
plus on Kentucky Teachers’ 
Retirement System.
The senate recommended 
that other state universities 
pass similar resolutions, Senate 
President Michelle Hollis said.
Kentucky Community and 
Technical College System and 
Kentucky State University have 
since passed such resolutions, 
she said.
The retirement programs 
need more money because 
health care costs are increasing, 
State Budget Director Bradford 
Cowgill said.
Putting money into the sys-
tem would relieve debt prob-
lems in health benefits and 
pension payments, said Robbin 
Taylor, assistant to the president 
for governmental relations.
Fletcher’s proposal also 
includes Kentucky Employees’ 
Retirement System.
The legislature has until the 
session ends to act on Fletcher’s 
recommendation, Cowgill said.
The money will be moved 
from the general fund and into 
these programs if legislature 
passes a bill, Cowgill said.
State Republican Rep. Jim 
DeCesare said the system needs 
help, but he wants to see how 
they’re going to do it before he 
takes an official position on it.
President Gary Ransdell 
said Western supports some of 
the surplus being invested in 
KTRS.
“All of our employees are 
either in KERS, KTRS or (the 
Optional Retirement Program), 
and all have some dependency 
on a stable state retirement pro-
gram,” he said.
 
Reach Susie Laun 
at news@wkuherald.com.
Gov. Fletcher debating surplus decision
Beyond the Hill
By Je S S i c a Va nWi n k L e
Herald reporter
Schools across the state 
closed for ice and snow.
But some college students 
still attended the rally for 
higher education.
College students across 
Kentucky came to Frankfort 
yesterday to show that they 
want more funding for higher 
education.
The event began with stu-
dents from Kentucky State 
University leading a chant, 
“Higher ed we will save.”
About 10 Western Student 
Government Association 
members attended the rally.
Johnathon Boles, speaker 
of the senate, said the turn-
out was good across the state, 
especially considering the 
snowy weather advisories.
He said he’s glad that stu-
dents attended because higher 
education is so important to 
Kentucky.
“It’s time for students’ 
voices to be heard,” Boles 
said.
SGA Office Associate 
Kathleen Hennessey said she 
wished even more Western 
students had attended the 
rally.
It’s important for Western 
students to represent them-
selves, Hennessey said.
Gov. Ernie Fletcher told 
students that Kentucky is 
interested in improving the 
commonwealth.
He said money for higher 
education has increased since 
he’s been in office.
Secretary of State Trey 
Grayson said funding has 
improved during the past 10 
years.
Kentucky has a long road 
to go, but the state is far ahead 
of where it was 10 years ago, 
Grayson said.
State Treasurer Jonathan 
Miller said Kentucky college 
students should keep pushing 
for higher education funding.
“The time is now, the place 
is here and the moment is 
ours,” Miller said.
Miller said students are 
important to Kentucky.
“You’re not the future of 
Kentucky; you’re the pres-
ent,” he said.
Maria Winsatt, a senior 
and speaker of the senate for 
the University of Louisville’s 
student government, said the 
rally was important because 
of increasing tuition, which 
is an injustice to the students, 
Winsatt said.
Verionia Ruic, a sopho-
more from Morehead State 
University, said she came to 
the rally to talk to state leg-
islators.
Morehead wants Kentucky 
to stop cutting funding, Ruic 
said.
The higher education rally 
is important to Morehead. 
Teachers even gave students 
extra credit to attend, Ruic 
said.
Ruic said Morehead wants 
to set up a recreation center, 
but Fletcher vetoed it.
Students have called and 
sent in letters, but nothing has 
worked, she said.
“We’re willing to pay, but 
we’re currently unable to,” 
Ruic said.
Reach Jessica VanWinkle 
at news@wkuherald.com.
Students rally for higher education
Beyond the Hill
Local band appearing on 
‘My Super Sweet 16’
A Bowling Green resident 
and Western students will 
appear on MTV Monday.
Zachary Lindsey, and his 
band, The Secret, played on 
the TV show “My Super Sweet 
16” for Campbellsville resident 
Ariel Milby’s birthday.
The show starts at 9 p.m.
The Secret might also appear 
on “You Hear It First,” an MTV 






Here is a list of some local 
legislators who represent 
portions of Warren County 
that students can contact 
with their own requests. 
The phone numbers are 
to the legislators’ offices in 
Frankfort.
u Speaker of the House 
Jody Richards, D
(502) 564-2363
u Rep. Johnny Bell, D
(502) 564-8100 Ext. 688
u Rep. Jim DeCesare, R
(502) 564-8100 Ext. 660
u Rep. Rob Wilkey, D
(502) 564-7756
u Sen. Brett Guthrie, R
(502) 564-8100 Ext. 717
 Source: www.lrc.ky.gov
your source for news on the Hill  HERALD
Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama, John 
McCain, Rudy Giuliani — the list of names 
goes on and on for possible presidential 
candidates. And while I am very excited 
to see who will be the front-runners for 
both parties, I am also almost nervous that 
I am hearing about them so early. Even 
CNN said that this is the earliest any can-
didates have announced their candidacy 
for President. Hillary announced almost 24 
months before the actual election — while 
she is still serving in the Senate. So with all 
of the hoopla on who will run and who has 
the best chance of winning — one is left to 
think that the President’s office is the only 
one that matters.  
So this brings me to the fact that our very 
own Gov. Fletcher is almost done with his 
term in Frankfort. Yes, there have been a 
few names thrown out there for candidates, 
but honestly, where is the publicity? 
Fletcher actually announced Tuesday 
that he wants to run for a second term as 
governor. So why didn’t people step up to 
the spotlight like the presidential nominees 
and announce their campaign?  Especially 
with the fact that Fletcher had quite a few 
mishaps earlier in his term.  But no — it 
has taken quite awhile for the candidates to 
announce.
State Rep. Jody Richards just recently 
announced that he intends on running, 
while Billy Harper plans to take on Fletcher 
for the Republican seat. When will the can-
didates really make a run for office?  
I blame the media — yes, I said it — for 
part of the problem. Perhaps they should 
have put more pressure on a few people to 
announce earlier.  
But then again, perhaps the presidential 
nominees have led myself, and others, to 
become dismayed that the candidates have 
to announce earlier. And yes, it might be 
smarter to announce later because it will 
save a lot of campaign money in the long 
run. And perhaps the earlier you announce, 
the dirtier the campaign could get from 
opposing candidates.  
I still think it is funny that every single 
move Clinton or McCain makes is crucial 
to their campaign when they still have just 
less than two years before the election. But 
maybe if we payed that much attention to 
our local, very important elections, then our 
candidates would have to be more respon-
sible for their position. I know we haven’t 
forgotten the time our current governor 
flew his helicopter over Washington, D.C., 
causing a significant alert in the White 
House! 
I do think it is obviously very important 
to focus on the future 2008 election. But I 
also think it is very important to concentrate 
on our state elections, which have a huge 
impact on our lives here in Kentucky. And 
one last thing to all of you college students 
out there: If you do see the politicians 
somewhere, stop and ask them when they 
are going to give more funding to the public 
universities.    
Kara Ratliff is a senior broadcasting 
major from Berea.
The opinions expressed in this com-
mentary do not reflect the opinions of the 
Herald or the university.























































Bowling Green, Ky.  42101
SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest.  Here are a few guidelines:
 1. Letters should not exceed 250 words, and commentaries should be 500-600 words.
 2. Originality counts.  There’s no grade at stake here.  Please don’t submit plagiarized work.
 3. For verification, letters and commentaries must include your name, phone number, home     
     town  and classification or title.  YOUR WORK WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION   
     IF YOU FAIL TO PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION.
 4. If you choose to e-mail your letter or commentary, please do not send it as an e-mail 
     attachment.  We use Macintosh computers.
 5. Letters may not run in every edition due to space constraints.
 6. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and clarity.  The   
     Herald DOES NOT PRINT LIBELOUS LETTERS OR COMMENTARIES.
DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect 
those of Western’s administration or of its employees.
EDITORIAL
Looking to past can keep SGA going
The Issue: Student Government has taken steps to strengthen itself, including hiring an office associate partly to handle time sheets.
Our view: SGA has a good opportunity to rebuild, and should focus on areas where it has proven it can make a difference.
Keep an eye on gubernatorial race
      by Kara Ratliff
COMMENTARYHerald online poll results
What are you looking forward to in
the new baseball and softball seasons?
To participate, go to www.wkuherald.com. You also can 
voice your opinion on the Herald message boards and 



























News Editor Amber Coulter: 
news@wkuherald.com
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“Congress shall make no law … 
abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press …”
— First Amendment, U.S. Constitution
The Creed
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These are the Herald’s views on the good, 





Let’s hear it for Kentucky retaining college 
graduates at higher rates than in previous 
years. Looks like our so-called “brain drain” is 
really a “brain gain!”
Hats off to Western for lending a helping hand 
to the community. The Kelly Autism Program has 
grown rapidly in size and quality, serving more 
children than ever before.
A standing ovation to President Bush for 
requesting an increase in Pell Grants. If 
approved by Congress, it could add as much as 
$550 to the maximum award amount.
Hisses and sneers to the snow for not being 
snowy enough for us to have a snow day. 
Come on, snow, get snowier! We need snow 








After a fall semester that saw bitter infighting and a presi-dential resignation, Student 
Government Association members 
began the spring semester on a high 
note, with their first full senate atten-
dance since fall 2004. They also rede-
signed their time sheets and plan to hire 
a new office associate, who will help 
with the time sheets and remind sena-
tors to record their hours.
Former President Rob Watkins and 
several senators failed to properly fill 
out the time sheets, one of the problems 
cited by SGA members in a meeting 
held shortly before Watkins’ resigna-
tion in November.
The Herald is glad to hear SGA is 
taking steps to correct this problem, 
but hiring another hand to help with 
that role is unnecessary. Anyone who 
has enough interest in SGA to run for a 
position and win should be responsible 
enough to take care of it without help.
Besides, the money spent on the new 
position and redesigning the cards could 
have been better spent elsewhere. SGA 
has become notorious in the past few 
semesters for not spending enough of 
the money allocated to it, and internal 
squabbling has impeded efforts to help 
students.
Perhaps SGA members could look 
back to some of their high points to 
see what they could do. Despite all 
its recent problems, SGA has helped 
Western students in recent years by 
implementing successful programs and 
lobbying administrators.
SGA always has been an enthusiastic 
sponsor of Org Aid, a fund that allocates 
money to clubs on campus so they can 
buy equipment and hold events. This 
is always a worthy investment. SGA 
could continue its success by putting 
emphasis on organizations that could 
attract potential students to Western.
Library hours have been extend-
ed during exam weeks through SGA 
efforts, giving students a much-needed 
place of quiet study. A similar effort 
could be made with dining facilities on 
campus, especially Garrett Food Court, 
which closes much earlier than others. 
It may prove too costly to keep Garrett 
open late year-round, but simply stretch-
ing the hours to 5 or 6 p.m. would help 
the many hungry students who can be 
found in the Subway on the lower floor 
of Downing University Center at night.
One of SGA’s strongest recent 
achievements was to push for a system 
that allowed commuting students to buy 
a certain number of Meal Plan Dollars 
and “block” meals, such as in the Fresh 
Food Company. For $550, commuting 
students can get 25 block meals and 
360 Meal Plan Dollars, 50 block meals 
and 210 Meal Plan Dollars, or 75 block 
meals and 75 Meal Plan Dollars.
Efforts could be made to continue 
developing meal plans for students who 
live off campus. Some would like to use 
Big Red Dollars along with or instead 
of Meal Plan Dollars, since they can 
be used in more ways. Many would 
like to have more than three meal plan 
options.
The Herald wants to see SGA be 
responsible and regain credibility by 
giving students the boosts they need. 
Drawing inspiration from past victories 
would be a good first step to rebuilding.
This editorial represents the major-
ity view of the Herald’s 10-member 
board of student editors.
18
10
  Bring in your 
  Valentine for a 
 Romantic Dinner!
Lunch Served M-F  11-2
Dinner Served M-T  5-9
Friday Dinner Served 5-10





  Gift Cards 
2341 Russellville Road, #106








 C    ME T 
When you have your   
Who needs a 
         Valentine?
GREAT ESCAPE 12GREENWOOD 10
              And watch the most 
thrilling and newest movies out!
Friends & MOVIES!
LOCATIONS2
2625 Scottsville Road 323 Great Escape Drive
www.greatescapetheatres.com
2825 Scottsville Road 270-782-0300
SPIRITS & WINE SHOPPE
GREENWOOD  
Under New Ownership
Come join us for our weekly wine tasting on
Friday, February 9th & Saturday, February 10th
Widest Selection of Microbrewed Beer
Extensive Wine & Spirits Collection
Large selection of Cheeses















service with your 











3570 Louisville Rd | 270-782-5619 
Tue. - Sat., 10 am - 6 pm 
(Closed Sun. & Mon.)
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By An d r e w McnA M A r A
Herald reporter
Riding, romping and roping 
are ways of the Wild West. But 
this weekend those desperado 
tendencies will be the ways of 
Western. 
The Lone Star Rodeo stam-
pedes into the Agricultural 
Exposition Center with four 
shows. 
“Everybody deep down 
always wanted to be a cowboy or 
cowgirl, and for two hours they 
can put themselves in that spot,” 
said Preston Fowlkes, producer 
of the Lone Star Rodeo.
The first show begins at 8 
p.m. Friday, followed by shows 
at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturday. 
The final roundup starts at 2 p.m. 
Sunday. 
The rodeo features more than 
374 performers riding and wres-
tling it out in six events, Fowlkes 
said. Some events include bare-
back bronc riding, calf roping 
and bull riding.   
Cowboys and cowgirls will 
be competing for more than 
$35,000, according to the com-
pany Web site. 









boy contest or 









ry through hay to find prizes, 
Fowlkes said.
Cowgirl Vanessa Madison, 
who is competing this weekend, 
said people get roped into the 
rodeo because of the unpredict-
ability. 
“It’s just very entertain-
ing, because in other sports the 
sport is man versus man, and in 





day, and the 
horses may 
cause you to 
do something 
to not win.” 
Tickets can 
be purchased 
at the Ag 
Expo Center, 





South Central Bank locations. 
Reserved seats are $17, general 
admission $13 and children 3 
years and younger are free. 
Reach Andrew McNamara 
at features@wkuherald.com.
Rodeo rolls into Ag Center
Lone Star Rodeo
u Where: Agricultural 
Exposition Center, locat-
ed on 406 Elrod Road
u When: 8 p.m. Friday; 
2 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Saturday; 2 p.m. Sunday 
u Cost: $17 for reserved 
seats, $13 general 
admission, free for chil-
dren younger than 3 
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
Last year, Stephens pur-
chased a small meal plan, but 
upgraded to the largest one 
when he found that 10 meals 
per week was insufficient.
“I was sitting in my dorm 
hungry all the time,” he said. 
Stephens said he tries to fit 
his meals into his schedule. 
“If you eat at 4, you can’t eat 
again later,” he said.
Munching a taco from 
Taco Bell, he said he eats 
most of his meals in the DUC 
Food Court.
Stephens’ diet hasn’t changed 
much since he started college.
“My mom makes a lot of 
goulash,” he said. “It’s really 
not appetizing, so I eat ketchup 
sandwiches instead.”
In order to stay healthy, 
Stephens drinks juice beverages 
such as SoBe and Naked Juice. 
Students can purchase two bot-
tles of SoBe, or one bottle of 
Naked, with a meal swipe.
Stephens’ father, John 
Stephens, says Michel’s diet is 
probably more varied now that 
he’s in college.
“When he was at home, he 
ate bread,  ketchup and pizza,” 
John Stephens said. “Now, he’s 
on meal plan and can go to the 
cafeteria.”
 




By Je s s i c A VA nwi n k l e
Herald reporter
Students might be a step 
closer to throwing away their 
nickels.
The Student Government 
Association amended the 
vending machines resolution 
at Tuesday’s meeting before 
tabling the bill until next week’s 
meeting.
SGA will recommend that 
the prices of items in vend-
ing machines will be rounded 
to the nearest dollar amount, 
accoring to the ammende-
ment.
The resolution previously 
stated that the prices should 
be rounded to the nearest even 
amounts.
Vending machine prices 
increased by 5 cents at most 
sites at the beginning of last 
semester.
The resolution carried over 
from the end of last semester.
Members also discussed their 
progress on issues such as pro-
fessor accountability and the 
Listen Up Legislators program.
The executive 
council said Listen 




Allen said Western 
had at least 60 
callers.
Allen and SGA 
President Jeanne 
Johnson thanked members for 
their hard work.
SGA members went from 
door to door in their dorms and 
told students to call their legisla-
tors to promote the program, 
Allen said.
Kayla Shelton, a freshman 
from Gallatin, Tenn., and student 
affairs chairwoman, said SGA’s 
Student Ambassadors program 
is going well.
SGA already has an ambas-
sador for pharmacy club and 
French club, and 
members are 





Jordan said he has 
a meeting with 
Provost Barbara 
Burch.
He said those administra-
tors might have all the informa-
tion SGA members need to see 
which professors post their syl-
labi online.
Reach Jessica VanWinkle 
at news@wkuherald.com.
SGA helping campus, 
one nickel at a time
SGA will recommend 
that the prices of 
items in vending 
machines will be 
rounded to the near-
est dollar amount.
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1615 31-W Bypass    Next to Wendy’s    
796-3786
other low quality gas stations 











Car Wash with 
expires 2/13/07
8 gal. gas purchase
Forever Florals
& giftsFull Service FloristOpen 7 Days A Week
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED BY PHONE
www.foreverfloralsandgifts.com
See designs and prices on website.
Valentine Special
Call by Monday, Feb. 13 and 
receive 
FREE DELIVERY
Also for Valentine’s Day:
781-2160  -or-   202-0161
Not just a dozen roses, get 
ANY SIZE arrangement, bears, 
candy and balloons for your 
sweetie!
 843-MORE(6673)













Movie OR Game 
We Have IT! 
More than Movies
More than Video Games
More than DVD’s
More than New Releases
More than the Classics
More than Entertainment
The best prices and selection on 
new release movies and DVD’s in town!
roses & mixed arrangements
stuffed bears & balloons
STAY out of trouble this year
order your 
Valentine’s Flowers Here!
Cindy’s Fl   wers & Gifts
1144 31-W By-Pass
Bowling Green, KY 42101
(270) 782-6538
(800) 657-6982
J A P A N E S E   C U I S I N E
Sakura
Dining In & Take Out 
1945 Scottsville Road
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42104
(In between Rafferty’s & Bejing)
270.781.1818 
NOW OPEN!
Limited ONE Coupon per Bill.
Cannot Combine W/Other Offers.
Limited ONE Coupon per Bill.
Cannot Combine W/ Other Offers.
BUY 1 GET 20% OFF  For Dinner ONLY
Party of 4 or MORE 
Expires 2/28/07
    ON VALENTINE’S DAY 
  BRING IN YOUR COUPONS AND TRY OUR GREAT FOOD TODAY!




-Real Vanilla Ice Cream Cake
Show your love 
with a Valentine 
Ice Cream Cake!
Valid at participating locations 
throughout the month and the 
month after. Limit one per person. 
Cannot be duplicated.













2530 Scottsville Rd | Old Hickory Building | Suite 15
(270)202-6463
Give hermore
this Valentine’  Day.
Academics
House preserves federal 
funding for ag projects
By Ka t i e Br a n d e n B u r g
Herald Reporter
The chickens are a little bit 
closer to getting their nest egg.
The U.S. House of 
Representatives passed a reso-
lution Jan. 31 that would pre-
serve funding for some Western 
agricultural research projects.
Those projects include one 
that studies environmentally 
safe uses for chicken waste as 
a fertilizer, said Blaine Ferrell, 
dean of Ogden College of 
Science and Engineering.
Other projects deal with 
air and water pollution caused 
by animal waste, said Todd 
Willian, associate professor of 
agriculture. Willian is research-
ing using animal waste as a 
fertilizer.
Faculty members from many 
different departments, and some 
government employees, are 
involved in the research, Ferrell 
said.
Money for Western’s 
Animal Waste Management 
Research Unit comes from the 
Agricultural Research Service 
of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Ferrell said.
One purpose of the legisla-
tion, House Joint Resolution 20, 
is to keep the current research 
funding intact, said Robbin 
Taylor, assistant to the president 
for governmental relations.
It would also keep funding 
contribution to Western’s facility 
at this year’s levels, Ferrell said. 
Kentucky’s ARS region, the 
mid-south, receives around $3.2 
million each year.
Western’s location receives 
about $1 million after taxes and 
money taken out for the region’s 
other centers. 
Tennessee, Mississippi, 
Alabama and Louisiana are also 
in the mid-south region.
“We were expecting some 
more money, but we’re happy 
to be funded,” Ferrell said.
Western has been involved 
with ARS research since 2001, 
but it has only been the home of 
an ARS location for two years, 
Ferrell said.
Biology Professor Shivendra 
Sahi said the research addresses 
the increasing levels of phos-
phorous that the use of waste as 
a fertilizer causes.
Rain causes the phosphorus 
to run off into water sources. 
High phosphorus levels in the 
water causes algae to grow fast-
er, which absorbs oxygen and 
can kill marine life, Sahi said.
Sahi is developing plants 
that can absorb high levels of 
phosphorus and transfer it to 
the plant stalk. The phosphorus 
should go into the plant instead 
of polluting the water, he said.
The process can be expen-
sive, Sahi said. His research 
requires growing chambers, 
greenhouses, and instruments to 
test the plants, he said.
“If we could get more money, 
that’s best,” Sahi said. “You get 
some amount, and you try to do 
your best. So far, I have been 
able to manage.”
 
Reach Katie Brandenburg 
at news@wkuherald.com.
Dana Rieber/Herald
“On days like this, I don’t like hogs a lot,” said 23-year-old Evan Tate, a graduate student 
from Hardinsburg. Tate works to round up pigs on the University Farm. The pigs will be sent 
to a slaughterhouse. The agriculture department uses the money received from selling live-
stock to support running the farm.
By He a t H e r ry a n
Herald reporter
At the first school Simisola 
Atolagbe attended, students 
were punished for speaking trib-
al languages instead of English.
But living for 10 years in a 
country with more than 250 eth-
nic groups, language was just 
one form of cultural variety.
Atolagbe, a senior from Lagos 
Island, Nigeria, moved to Nashville 
in 1996 to get a better education 
and live with her parents, who had 
moved earlier so her father could 
get his own education.
Her father moved to Nashville 
when she was two, she said. It 
wasn’t until she came to America 
that she really got to know him. 
One of her best friends, 
Terricka O’Hara, a junior at Middle 
Tennessee State University, was 
the only person she could rely on 
in high school, she said.
“Once you took the time to 
get to know her, you could see 
how great of a person she really 
is,” O’Hara said.
She wants a bachelor’s degree 
in corporate organization and 
communication, followed by a 
master’s degree and a doctorate. 
She also wants to start her own 
multinational business.
“I want to make money,” she 
said. “But I also want to give a 
lot back.”
Her dream is to travel and own 
businesses across the globe, but 
also to help her community, her 
mom and her family, she said.
Her biggest inspiration is her 
mother, whose strength and ambi-
tion help shape her goals, she said.
Atolagbe’s philosophy is to 
not settle. She applies it to every 
aspect of her life.
Louisville junior Evan 
“Solo” Moss was one of Simi’s 
first friends at Western.
“She’s one of my favorite 
people on Earth —that’s all I 
can say,” Moss said.  
After four years of friend-
ship, Moss said Atolagbe is an 
indescribable person.
Atolagbe said she wants to 
become an independent woman 
and not rely on a man to provide 
for her, something she learned 
from her mother. Even though 
she’s overcome plenty of chal-
lenges, she’s ready to face more.
“I feel like it wouldn’t be right to 
define myself right now,” she said. 
“I’ve been through some rough 
stuff in life, but I am still living.”
O’Hara said one reason 
Atolagbe is so determined is 
to prove that she is capable of 
being someone.
Atolagbe said her life is one 
filled with purpose. She knows 
what she wants — a quality life 
with quality relationships, she said. 
“She could make a huge 
impact on the world if she put 
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Art Exhibit:
Noon-1p.m. in DUC Hall
Black History Month Speaker:
1-3p.m. in DUC Board Room #226
artist. poet. black history month speaker. artist. poet. black history month speaker. artist. poet. black history month speaker. artist. poet. black hist
black history month speaker. artist. poet. black history month speaker. artist. poet. black history month speaker. artist. poet. black history month spea












Pan’s Labyrinth (R) 
1:00 PM, 4:00, 7:20, 9:50




 Arthur and 
The Invisibles (PG) 
1:00, 3:40
Stomp the Yard (PG-13)




1:40, 4:10, 7:30, 10:00
The LAST 
SIN EATER (PG-13)
1:20, 4:30, 6:50, 9:30
The Painted veil (PG-13)
12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:30
 Pursuit of 
Happyness (PG-13)





1:00, 1:30, 3:40, 4:20
7:00, 7:40, 9:40, 10:10
Epic movie (pg-13) 
1:10, 4:30, 7:20, 9:30
 We Are Marshall (PG) 
12:20, 3:10, 6:20, 9:10
Night At The Museum (PG) 
12:40, 3:20, 8:30, 9:00
Smokin’ Aces (R) 
1:30, 4:10, 7:40, 10:10
 Charlotte’s Web (G) 
12:50, 3:20
N0RBIT (pg-13)
1:20, 2:00, 4:00, 4:40,
6:40, 7:30, 9:20, 10:00
The Hitcher (R) 
1:50 PM, 4:50, 7:50, 10:10
The messengers (pg-13) 
1:40, 3:50, 7:30, 10:00
Catch & Release (PG-13) 
1:00, 4:20, 7:00, 9:30
Dreamgirls (PG-13)
12:50, 3:30, 6:50, 9:40
Freedom Writers (PG-13) 
7:10, 9:50
Because I said so (PG-13) 
12:30, 3:00, 6:50, 9:20
270-782-3112
$ 2.00 OFF 10 Session Package
First 10 new customers get a FREE tan
FREE Lotion Packette w/ any Package Purchase
Tanning Salon
-For Men & Women-
• Experienced Cosmetologists 
Codie Bennett & Holly Carter
• 7 Tanning Beds.
• NEW! Spring Lotions are in to 
Maximize Your Tan!
Walk-ins Welcome 
or  Call 745-6155
Located on Ground Floor of 
Bates Runner
We accept Big Red Dollars, Master 
Card, Visa and personal checks.
     Mom & Dad can order
 your package over the 




   ARE IN!
 HOT!
A Package for your SWEETHEART!
7 TANS & Bottle of Lotion $ 30.00!
Hair and 
MORRIS JEWELRY





bracelet with our 
huge selection of 
charms!
Downtown on the Square - 408 East Main St - 866-638-2651
Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. “Your Diamond Source” www.morrisjewelrybg.com
TO
YWS
Every tale has a twist; every life has a passion. What’s your story?
Senior’s determination makes impact
Column
Some things are 
best left unseen
Life’s a lot like porn.
In an ironic, everybody’s-
naked-but-nobody’s-fully-
exposed, kind of way.  We all 
have something to hide. 
And even though they engage 
in noisy nookie in strange sce-
narios and bewildering posi-
tions, porn stars try to hide 
some things, too. 
The emergence of hi-def 
porn has some stars shaking in 
their stilettos at the thought of 
their cellulite bouncing crystal 
clear on screen.
But the porn stars’ problem 
got me thinking.  What if my life 
went hi-def and all of my hid-
den insecurities were exposed? 
What would happen if the magi-
cal technology let people see 
through my scintillating exterior 
into my superficial guts? 
I see where the peeved porn 
princesses are coming from. It’s 
scary to think that in a hi-def 
world every ugly little detail 
would be exposed. 
What would I do if I had to 
find new and improved ways to 
mask the nauseous, awkward 
feeling I get when I see my ex?
What if I couldn’t flirt as eas-
ily because there’s no way to fake 
hard-to-get in hi-def? What if 
I couldn’t self-promote because 
there’d be no way to hide the 
all-to-obvious, boring truth about 
how fabulous my life isn’t? 
Would I have to take B.S. to a 
whole new extreme when going 
to a job interview, taking an essay 
exam or dishing out compliments 
to casual acquaintances?
Then there are all those other 
problem areas I won’t even 
dare to expose in this column. 
Luckily, I get to disguise my 
insecurities every day.
I don’t envy the porn stars.
Life, like porn, is about 
caressing the median between 
keeping it real and keeping 
it too real. It’s about dabbing 
some make-up over the razor 
burn and shooting from the 
most flattering angle. 
It’s about having the power 
to choose which parts of you 
people are allowed to see.
It’s about ooh-ing and aah-
ing your way to the top, even if 
you have to fake it. 
The picture might be clear-
er in hi-def, but that doesn’t 
always mean it’s prettier.
Life, like porn, is a lot hotter 
when you give the voyeurs what 
they want and nothing more.
Joey Leslie is a senior news/
editorial journalism major from 
Pikeville and a features report-







C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e 
“I think you can see the ele-
vated excitement around WKU 
football,” he said.
Donations should increase 
more in the spring, Downing said.
The foundation has also 
raised more than $1.5 million 
in pledges and gifts for endow-
ments since July 2005, he said.
The goal is $10 million.
Bowling Green resident Norm 
Johnson, a donor, said the move 
was a good business decision.
“Everything at Western is 
transforming to be the best it 
can be,” Johnson said.
Johnson volunteers with the 
program, teaching life skills.
Elson said the I-A move moti-
vates to people to contribute.
“People are excited about the 
direction our program is going,” 
he said.
Lloyd rides the bus with the 
players for away games and drives 
about 85 miles for home games.
“I cannot wait for that first 
bowl game,” Lloyd said.
Reach Katie Brandenburg 
at news@wkuherald.com.
Donors
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
according to randomhouse.com. 
“Reading Lolita in Tehran” is a 
memoir of her experience.
The tension between Iran 
and the United States will add 
another element to the lecture, 
said Soleiman Kiasatpour, assis-
tant professor of political sci-
ence. But he doesn’t expect that 
tension to take center stage.
“Her work itself isn’t about 
U.S. and Iran, but rather internal 
conditions within Iran,” he said.
Nafisi will talk about more 
than politics, said Jane Olmsted, 
director of women’s studies and 
associate English professor.
“Governments can ruin lives. 
They can make lives misera-
ble,” she said. “But somewhere 
in the middle of that is a place 
that people insist on carving out 
that can’t be touched by that 
kind of control.”
Reach Jennifer Doooper 
at news@wkuherald.com.
AuthorJordan Pendley/Herald
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Find out how thousands of people 
save lives & earn extra cash by 
donating plasma.  Plasma is used to 
manufacture unique medicines for 
people with serious illnesses.
“I don’t think people realize, for two hours 
a week, they can give someone a chance at 
life.  That’s priceless!”
www.dciplasma.com
Earn up to $170/ MonthShort on Cash?Donate Plasma!
It’s like having a part-time job without a boss
Bowling Green Biologicals
410 Old Morgantown Rd.
793-0425




ad for $5 
extra on your 







Sunday, February 11th, 2007
2-5pm @ the Sloan Convention Center
Restaurants from all over South Central Kentucky will have 
desserts to sample.  Eat your way around the room on such 
goodies as: 
Chocolate CHEESECAKE Ice cream, Double FUDGE Brownies, 
Chocolate TRUFFLES, Chocolate ALMOND Bark, Almond Joy 
BROWNIES, Oreo Chocolate CAKE.
Builders by Design           First Choice Home Medical                   Pharmacy Arts
Tickets:       Adults--$10       Children--$5
Sponsored by:
For more information contact:










$4.50$1 Domestic Long Necks (Always)
FREE In-Campus Delivery Minimum
Band and Private Party SPace 
Available (Up to 150 people.)
just
YOU
can rent Happy Inn for 





Check the Herald online on 
Sundays and Tuesdays for 
previews of the upcoming issue.
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
“It’s like any other business,” 
Dailey said. “I don’t think in 
any way it is a mechanism for 
padding their profitability.”
Roy Biggers, district man-
ager of ARAMARK food ser-
vices, declined to comment for 
the story without pre-approval 
of questions by corporate public 
relations.
ARAMARK is Western’s 
food service contractor.
The Philadelphia-based cor-
poration provides food services 
to more than 150 colleges and 
universities as well as hospitals, 
sporting venues and vending 
machines.
ARAMARK’s 2005 sales 
totaled $11 billion, an 8 percent 
increase over 2004, according 
to the 2005 company annual 
report.
The Herald denied Biggers’ 
request for submitted ques-
tions, and he wouldn’t comment 
except to say that no financial 
records kept by ARAMARK 
are shared with Western or sub-
ject to Kentucky Open Records 
requests.
A section of Western’s con-
tract with ARAMARK states 
all “financial, statistical, operat-
ing and personnel materials and 
information ... shall be confi-
dential.”
Karen Cutler, a pub-
lic relations representative in 
ARAMARK’s home office, said 
the company wouldn’t comment 
on the missed-meal factor.
Dining Services   
agreement
Western’s contract with 
ARAMARK runs through 2017, 
and it requires all students who 
live on campus who have com-
pleted fewer than two semesters 
to buy a plan for 10 meals or 
more.
Western’s policy requiring 
freshman to buy meal plans 
began in 2003.
The least-expensive plan 
cost nearly $150 less in its first 
year that it does now, the Herald 
previously reported.
There are similar require-
ments for freshman meal plans 
in each of Kentucky’s seven 
other public universities.
Exceptions to the require-
ment are granted for students 
who have medical conditions 
that can’t be fulfilled by meal 
plans, according to the Dining 
Services Web site.
Students can also buy Dining 
Dollars and Big Red Dollars, 
but they don’t count toward the 
freshman requirement.
Dining Dollars users receive 
discounts every time the dollars 
are spent at campus restaurants 
and convenience stores.
How does Western  
benefit?
Western’s contract with 
ARAMARK gives Western 8 
percent of net meal plan sales 
and 8 percent of cash sales, 
Meszaros said.
Meal plan sales go through 
the ID Center, and cash sales 
go directly to ARAMARK, 
Meszaros said.
Western has the right to 
audit ARAMARK if there is a 
dispute in the profit-reporting 
process.
The profit-sharing agreement 
Western has with ARAMARK 
is the lone source of funding 
for auxiliary services, Meszaros 
said.
The contract was re-negoti-
ated during the summer, bump-
ing Western’s profit percentage 
from 5 percent to 8 percent.
Under the new deal, Western 
will make an estimated $1.01 
million dollars during the 2006-
07 school year on $12.6 million 
in projected sales.
Under the old deal, Western 
made $485,000 on 2004-2005 
sales of $11.2 million, accord-
ing to the auxiliary services 
budget.
Meszaros did not have exact 
information available for the 
2005-2006 school year as of 
yesterday.
Those profits are spent on 
upgrading food service facilities.
Meszaros said tentative plans 
call for a restaurant at Western’s 
south campus and a Java City in 
the new Snell Hall.
Other options exist
Food service options are 
changing for students at 40 
universities because of a new 
company founded by Kenneth 
Schwenke, a former senior vice 




He couldn’t be reached for 
comment.
Participating universities, 
including the University of 
Kentucky, allow cardholders 
to pay at off-campus restau-
rants by debiting an account, 
eliminating the missed meal 
factor.
Schwenke says on the com-
pany Web site that an average 
of 37 percent of money spent 
on a typical meal plan goes to 
waste because of the missed 
meal factor.
The advantage of the Off-
Campus plan over tradition-
al options is the flexibility 
to eat when and where stu-
dents want, said Tom Deloge, 
vice president of merchant 
development of Off-Campus 
Solutions, which is a division 
company of the Off-Campus 
Dining Network.
Off-Campus account bal-
ances carry over from semester 
to semester, unlike Western’s 
meal plan swipes.
There are new plans in 
the works to allow Big Red 
Dollars at off-campus restau-
rants and businesses through 
The CBOARD Group, Inc., the 
Herald previously reported.
Those plans have stalled 
because of difficulties 
CBOARD has had with devel-
oping technology for the nec-
essary card readers. The tech-
nology development should be 
finished by May.
The plan would allow card 
holders to spend Big Red or 
Meal Plan Dollars almost 
anywhere, since it would run 
through the VISA/Mastercard 
system of debit and credit card 
readers, he said.
“They are still experimenting 
with it,” Meszeros said, “but we 
want to be part of that program 
if it works well.”
Janet Hughes, a junior from 
Columbia, Tenn., said she’s 
satisfied with her 10 meal-per 
week and $150 meal plan dol-
lar package, but she sometimes 
wishes unused meal swipes car-
ried over from week to week.
A meal plan subscriber for 
five semesters, the Southwest 
Hall resident said she’d also 
like the option of using her meal 
plan away from campus.
“Yeah, it would be nice 
because you get tired of eating 
at the same places all the time,” 
she said.
Since 2003, Western stu-
dents have been able to use 
Big Red Dollars and Dining 
Dollars at Dominos Pizza by 
submitting their student ID 
numbers.
Reach Michael Casagrande 
at news@wkuherald.com.
Meals
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Are you computer savvy?
Interested in working on 
the executive cabinet at 
SGA? 










C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 2
guard) Brianne (Brown) got a 
stinger late in the first half. But 
we came together and came out 
with a good win.”
Kelly finished with 17 points 
and seven rebounds despite foul-
ing out late in the second half.
Sophomore forward 
Dominique Duck added in 11 
points and nine rebounds in the 
game to round out the team’s 
double-figure scorers.
Western picked up only 
seven points from its reserves, 
all of which came from Brown, 
who played 25 minutes off the 
bench despite her injury.
The victory last night is the 
final game before the Lady 
Toppers face Middle Tennessee 
State at 2 p.m. Sunday in Diddle 
Arena. MTSU is ranked No. 
18 by the Associated Press and 
No. 19 in the ESPN/USA Today 
poll.
The Blue Raiders are 21-3 
overall and are the lone unde-
feated team in the Sun Belt 
Conference with a 13-0 record.
MTSU defeated Western 76-
62 on Dec. 27 in Murfreesboro. 
Cowles said that a win going 
into a big game will help the 
team.
“Anytime at this point in the 
season when you can get a win 
against a conference opponent 
on the road, it is great,” Cowles 
said. “Being in the position that 
we are coming home, we are 
much happier going into the 
game coming off a win instead 
of a loss.”
The Lady Toppers are 0-4 
against ranked teams this season. 
Reach David Harten
at sports@wkuherald.com.
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a great job of recruiting play-
ers that will fill a number of 
needs, particularly offensive 
line, where they inked a pair of 
transfers and Kentucky natives. 
The addition of four wide 
receivers addressed a need the 
team had, Elson said.
One of the new receiv-
ers, Derrius Brooks, is the 
100-meter state champion in 
Georgia. 
“I think these guys add some-
thing we’ve been lacking and 
that is just some raw speed,” 
Elson said. 
On the defensive side of 
the ball, Western signed three 
defensive linemen and six line-
backers, Elson said. 
Western also signed four 
players at corner and safety. 
Elson said he thought had a lot 








Western will hold an offi-
cial groundbreaking ceremony 
for the expansion and renova-
tion of Smith Stadium at 11 
a.m. Saturday.
Denes Field will be the 
entrance to the groundbreaking 
site, with the indoor baseball 
facility serving as a backup in 
case of inclement weather.
The event will feature 
President Gary Ransdell, 
Athletics Director Wood Selig 
and football coach David 
Elson, as well as the football, 
cheerleading and dance teams.
“The ceremony represents 
a huge step forward for the 
football program and the uni-
versity,” Selig said. “It’s also a 
historical day for the future of 
our community.”
 — Chris Acree
Intramurals roundupt
uFive-on-five basketball 
began its season Monday.  
Teams are broken into 
WNBA, NBA and NCAA cat-
egories depending on gender 
and skill level. The league is 
stacked with 90 teams.
The field is wide open with 
only one returning champi-
on from last year. Formally 
known as the “Hoosiers,” the 
“Go Getters” are looking to 
repeat in the NCAA division.
After losing “Western’s 
Finest,” back-to-back NBA 
champions and 2005 NIRSA 
National Intramural Basketball 
champions, the NBA division 
is up for grabs. 
“Still Real,” two-time NBA 
runner-up, is one of the return-
ing teams from last year’s play-
offs. The team took home the 
Holiday Hoops Tournament 
title in early December.
The basketball season runs 
Monday through Thursday, 
starting at 4:30 p.m.
u The 2007 putt-putt tour-
nament took place Saturday at 
the Preston Center.
The participants had a full 
18-hole course for the first time. 
Recent years have seen the nine-
hole course played twice. 
Seventy men and 20 women 
competed in this year’s putt-putt 
tournament, said Sport Club 
Coordinator Derek Hottell. 
Yet only two were crowned 
champions. Sophomores Ryan 
Williams (Pi Kappa Alpha) and 
Margaret Tichenor (Catholics) 
came out of the field winning 
the Preston Open Putt-Putt 
tournament. 
— Ryne Dunkelberger
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7100 Russellville Rd  ·  781-2563
Monday- Friday: 8 am- 5 pm
10% off
collision repairs to all 
Western students & 
faculty
Free estimates









FR E E SP R I N G BR E A K
MO D E L SE A R C H CA L E N D A R *
*VALID FOR FIRST 1000 RESERVATIONS.
•••••••••••••••••••
Stonehenge Properties 
1 & 2 bdrm. available. Ask 
about our move in specials. 
Call 320-6425
•••••••••••••••••••
Cabell Gardens Fall 2007 
Executive apartments, one 
block from WKU, 3 bdrm., 
$250 each, parking, W/D, all 
appliances. 1504 Park St. 
270-781-9182
•••••••••••••••••••
2 Bedroom cottage. 
1305 Magnolia. Central heat/
air, W/D, furnished. $475/mo.  
781-8307
•••••••••••••••••••
1328 Adams St., very nice, 2 
bedroom apt., $375/mo., no 
pets, lease and deposit 
required. Call 846-2397
•••••••••••••••••••
1, 2 & 3 Bdrms. New 21 
Station Fitness Center and 
Business Center! Adjacent to 




The College Heights Herald screens 
ads for misleading or false claims but 
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. 
Please use caution when 
answering ads, especially when 













Rockfield United Methodist 
Church seeking part-time youth 
minister to oversee & adminster 
all elements of youth ministry. 
Call Pastor Doug Snyder. 
270-842-7788
•••••••••••••••••••
Dell Campus Reps Needed
Promote a top 30 company to 






seeking WKU student 
year-round in law office. Send 
resume and transcript to Att. 
Office Manager, 607 E. 10th 
Ave., BG, KY 42101
•••••••••••••••••••
Publisher’s Notice: All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 which makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin, handicapped status, families with 
children, or any intention to make such a preference, limitation or discrimination.” This 
newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. Please notify the Fair Housing Council at 
502-583-3247 or 1-800-558-3247 if you feel there has been a violation.
For Rent For Rent Help Wanted
4 Bedroom
 2 Bath House










I shot a short film in 
Bowling Green recently called 
“The Painter” (5 Minutes). 
It is entered into OTL Reality 
Series. We are trying to get as 
many hits as possible. 
You can go to my direct link 
and view the film http://films.
thelot.com/films/1938
•••••••••••••••••••
Guys and girls haircuts $5.00. 
Barber College of South 
Central Kentucky. 782-3261
•••••••••••••••••••
Like to network? Are you a 
leader? Join a 100 yr. old com-






1 BR $519; 2 BR $579
3 Minutes to Campus!
New Hardwood! Sparkling 
Pool! Now Pre-Leasing for 




2 Bdrm Apt. including washer/
dryer. All electric. $250 Move 




$314 /mo. Utilities, cable, 
internet, W/D included. 
Call (270) 535-0520 if 
interested/ more info!
•••••••••••••••••••
1 Bdrm. Apt. All utilities and 
high-speed internet included. 
$290/mo. Take over lease 
(Feb-Aug). 270-792-8479
•••••••••••••••••••
Close to WKU. 1 Bedroom 
apartment. $325/mo. + deposit 
& some utilities. Call 796-7949
•••••••••••••••••••
•••••••••••••••••••
City of Bowling Green
Part-Time Positions * Park and Recreation
GOLF SHOP ATTENDANT
Collects fees, prices and sells merchandise, and performs cashiering 
duties; answers telephone and waits on customers, schedules tee times; 
cleans pro shop and equipment. Must be able to work with the public, 
operate a computerized cash register,  some knowledge of the gane of 
golf. Age 18+;20-25 hours per week; weekend/holiday work required; 
$6.00/hr.
LABORER (Seasonal)
Operates riding and push mowers, cleaning, and trash pick-up at 
municipal parks and cemeteries. Must possess a valid drivers license; 
Age 18+. 7:00 am-3:30 pm, March-November, $7.20/hr.
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our webiste at www.
bgky.org. Completed applications must be submitted by 4:00 pm, February 16, 2007. 
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
Part-time front desk 
position available!
Tuesday and Thursday





No Phone Calls Please!
Help Wanted
Seasons of Elegance Events
by Design
(Style, Grace, and Impeccable Taste)
Wayne Jenkins 
Owner & Event Planner
Martha Simpson 
Event Planner



















C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 2 
Hamilton said the next 
three games will show the 
younger players they can 
really compete.
“We can prove that we’re 
not a weak team,” Hamilton 
said.
The Toppers have known 
about this series since the 
schedule was released last 
October, but are focusing on 
their own progression.
“You don’t go out there 
thinking you’re going to lose,” 
Shanahan said.
The Toppers are taught not 
to overthink preseason ratings 
and to maintain their positive 
mentality.
“Early scouting reports are 
overrated because they are just 
based on the previous season,” 
Finwood said. 
Of the four teams competing 
in Wilmington this weekend, 
only Oklahoma has begun 
season play.
The Sooners (1-2) dropped 
its opener against Texas State, 
8-3, and then split two contests 
with Texas-Pan American, 2-0 
and 6-5, winning the latter.
Western has mostly practiced 
indoors, but has been able to 
work on its defensive game.
“We’re a little behind, but 
ready to compete,” Finwood 
said.
Even with all the excitement 
in playing a few big-name 
teams, Shanahan said they 
have been focusing more on 
getting to know each other as 
best they can. 
With intentions of playing 
an average of two to three 
freshmen a game, Finwood said 
the team will be better in the 
middle of the season and then 
very experienced next year.
“All experienced teams 
were young once,” Finwood 
said. “I’d rather be young and 
talented, instead of old and 
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confidence this year,” Rogge 
said.
“Last year before our first 
game, and for a while, I was 
just so nervous.” 
Lawson is optimistic that 
the experience of a year will 
help Rogge and sophomore 
pitcher Jennifer Kempf.
“Both (Ryan) and Jennifer 
are young in terms of game 
experience,” Lawson said. 
“I don’t live in the past too 
much.”
Towns returns after batting 
.342 during league play with 12 
RBIs last season. But Towns is 
focusing on the fundamentals 
of the game.
“We’ve been working a lot 
on mechanics,” Towns said. 
“So that’s what I’m really 
trying to focus on right now.” 
Towns said that she has been 
making sure the team has been 
on task thus far.
“I try to lead by example 
and show them what needs to 
be done,” Towns said.
Lawson has cited the rest of 
the team’s lack of experience 
as one of its weaknesses.
“We need to learn early,” 
Lawson said. “Even our 
sophomores, they’ve been 
through it one season, but now 
they’re expected to carry more 
of the load.”
Lawson cites balance as a 
strength of the Lady Toppers.
“We have a lot people that 
can run and hit doubles,” 
Lawson said. “Our overall 
team speed and aggression is a 
little bit better.”
The Lady Toppers won’t see 
the dirt of the WKU Softball 






HERALDReason enough to start in the 
back, first SPORTS
Tops’ late game 
skids to be tested 
by SBC leader
By Ed Lu k i n s
Herald reporter
Coming off another heart-
breaking Sun Belt Conference 
loss and then having to play 
one of the hottest teams in the 
nation doesn’t sound like the 
best scenario for any team. 
But despite the circum-
stances, and as the conference 
tournament approaches, coach 
Darrin Horn said the Toppers 
(17-8, 9-4 SBC) are moving in 
the right direction as they face 
off against east division leader 
South Alabama tonight at 7. 
“I don’t put a lot of stock 
in seeding,” he said. “For us, 
it’s not near as important as 
continuing to play in a way 
that is going to give us an 
opportunity to be where we 
want to be three weeks from 
now. I think we showed that 
Saturday with the approach 
our guys took, we just didn’t 
come out on top.”
The Toppers’ four confer-
ence losses have been by a 
total of eight points, against 
Arkansas-Little Rock, 
Arkansas State and twice to 
North Texas. 
The latest loss, a 74-70 
defeat at North Texas, brought 
into question the play-calling, 
or lack thereof, in the final 
minute. 
Horn said neither that loss 
nor the previous conference 
defeats have kept him or his 
players from benefiting, and 
that ultimately, the experiences 
will better prepare them for the 
conference tournament. 
“For one, we’ll have been 
in those kinds of games, and 
that will be to our advantage,” 
he said. “Looking back on it, 
all of those close games mean 
we haven’t had a game where 
we didn’t show up at all. Each 
individual game, had we done 
this better and executed better, 
we could have won that game, 
and there’s not a whole lot of 
teams in the country who can 
say that.”
Junior guard Ty Rogers 
said the players understand the 
importance of being in close 
game situations. 
“We understand that we are 
right there and all of our confer-
ence games seem to be close 
down the stretch,” he said. “We 
know that if we just turn a few 
things around we can win those 
games.” 
That process will need to 
start tonight, as the Jaguars (17-
7, 11-2 SBC) hold the nation’s 
fourth-best winning streak at 10 
games. 
“South Alabama is a much 
better team now than when we 
played them last, and I think 
they’re playing with a lot of 
confidence,” Rogers said. “But 
I think we’re better as well, and 
we know it’s going to be a big 
game.”
Including tonight’s contest, 
the Toppers have five remain-
ing conference games before 
the conference tournament, 
which begins February 28. 
One of those games is a 
nationally televised ESPN2 
match-up with rival Middle 
Tennessee at 1 p.m. Saturday. 
The Toppers won 73-64 at 
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Notable
•Junior forward Charlotte Marshall 
collected the third double-double of her 
career last night at South Alabama, 
finishing the game with 15 points and 
11 rebounds.
      Sports editor Jason Stamm:
sports@wkuherald.com








By Wi l l Pe r k i n s
Herald reporter
Scattered patches of snow and ice have left 
Denes Field in anything but ideal condition for 
pre-season training.
With or without mother nature’s bless-
ings, Western baseball begins its 56-game 
schedule at the Hughes Brothers Challenge in 
Wilmington, N.C., tomorrow.
The Toppers will compete in the round-
robin tournament against UNC-Wilmington, 
South Carolina and Oklahoma tomorrow, 
Saturday and Sunday.
All three teams made last year’s NCAA 
field, with South Carolina and Oklahoma one 
victory away from advancing to the College 
World Series.
“Playing these tough games early in the 
season gives us an idea of how the rest of the 
season will go,” coach Chris Finwood said. 
“We’re facing three quality opponents 
that will help us get better for Sun 
Belt Conference play.”
The face of Western baseball has 
changed dramatically since last sea-
son. This season, Finwood’s first true 
recruiting class was noted in Collegiate 
Baseball Newspaper, along with the 
other top 85 classes in the nation.
The Toppers brought in 21 new-
comers, including three Division I 
pitching transfers. A total of eight 
pitchers joined the pitching staff in 
response to last season’s last-place 
finish in Sun Belt pitching.
Of the returning players, Finwood 
said three seniors should provide 
leadership: infielder/outfielder Casey 
Hamilton, right-handed pitcher Liam 
Shanahan and infielder Scotty Colt. 
Last season, Colt led the team with 
a .351 batting average, followed by 
Hamilton with .333. Shanahan led all 
Western pitchers with 64 strikeouts.
By An d r e W ro B i n s o n
Herald reporter
One thing third-year coach Rachel Lawson has 
learned is that cold, windy January days don’t 
provide a good outdoor practice outlook in the 
weeks before the season starts.
And while the forecast for those days isn’t 
bright, Lawson’s hopes for the coming season are 
anything but blustery.
Despite being indoors much of the last few 
weeks, the season will start tomorrow against 
Virginia in Tampa, Fla., in the USF Best Western 
Tournament.
Last season, the Lady Toppers finished 29-
28 overall, and 8-7 in the Sun Belt Conference, 
which is good for a third place finish.
Lawson returns nine letter-winners, including 
sophomore pitcher Ryan Rogge and senior out-
fielder Alana Towns, both preseason all-confer-
ence selections. 
Despite the youth of the team, Lawson 
said she believes that the Lady Toppers 
don’t need to look to the future for suc-
cess.
“At the beginning of the season, we 
have a tough schedule, and that’s when 
you’re going to see us learn a lot,” 
Lawson said. “We’re not waiting, you 
know, we’re not going to wait two years 
to try to be something. We have the tal-
ent to do it.”
The Lady Toppers’ schedule features 
eight teams from last year’s NCAA 
Tournament.
“You can’t be the best unless you 
play the best,” Lawson said. “The best 
teams in the conference will expose 
your strengths and weaknesses early.”
Rogge started out 2006 by losing her 
first six games, then turned things around 
by winning the next five out of six games. 
She led the conference with a 0.53 
ERA in seven conference appearances. 



























Plans on track for new facility on South Street
Track
By su s i e lA u n
Herald Reporter
Complications concerning 
the location of a new track 
field didn’t stop Western from 
tracking down a facility to call 
its own.
Officials have selected 
a location for the new track 
facility, said Doug Ault, 
director of planning, design and 
construction.
The new location is across 
the train tracks on South Street, 
Associate Athletics Director 
Craig Biggs said.
Current plans for the facility 
include an NCAA regulation 
track and a parking lot.
Bleachers, a field house, a 
concession stand and restroom 
facilities will be added later, BA 
Architect Barry Blann said. 
Designs are still being final-
ized for the project, but they 
should be complete by early 
spring, Blann said. 
Construction will begin in 
the summer or fall of 2007, 
Ault said.
Western chose the spot on 
South Street to construct the 
track because the university 
owns the land, and there were 
problems with the other loca-
tions that were considered, Ault 
said.
The location wasn’t ideal 
because it was barely big 
enough for everything Western 
wanted to construct, and it’s 
isolated from the rest of cam-
pus, Ault said.
The property layout was also 
difficult because architects had 
to fit an oval field into a trian-
gular plot, he said.
But that location worked out 
to be the best place to put the 
track, Ault said.
Ault said the project wouldn’t 
have been possible if Bowling 
Green Municipal Utilities hadn’t 
given Western a small easement 
on their property.
A small portion of the field is 
inside BGMU property, he said.
The nearby water tower will 
act as a landmark for the field, 
Blann said.
Western is still trying to find 
money for the facility, Ault 
said.
Plans are to spend $2.5 mil-
lion, he said.
The athletics department 
is getting construction money 
from private donors, Ault said.
The track team is practicing 
indoors and in the area around 
Smith Stadium that isn’t demol-
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Shannon L. Zirkle/Herald
Outfielders Renikka Toliver, bottom left, and Alana Towns, bottom right, pitcher Liam Shanahan, top left, and 
third baseman Scotty Colt are all entering their last season with Western.
Shannon L. Zirkle/Herald
Sophomore outfielder Jack Ambrose warms up before prac-
tice Tuesday. Western’s season begins tomorrow at the UNC-
Wilmington Tournament.
By An d r e W McnA M A r A
Herald Reporter
Despite being a football program for 88 sea-
sons, the Hilltopper football team announced a 
first yesterday.
Coach David Elson announced the inaugural 
class of Western’s Division I-A tenure. The 31 
incoming players include 22 freshman, seven 
junior-college players and two transfers from 
other Division I-A schools.  
“We expected a certain number of faxes to 
come across today and that certain number came 
across,” Elson said. 
Some of the faxes didn’t travel far, as four 
players from Bowling Green high schools com-
mitted to Western. 
Cornerback Ryan Beard, running back Avery 
Hibbitt and kicker Casey Tinius are from Bowling 
Green High School, and offensive lineman Wes 
Jeffries is from Warren Central High School. 
Warren Central head coach Bill Cox said 
Jeffries was a player who improved each year, 
especially with his understanding of the game. 
Bowling Green head coach Kevin Wallace 
said he was excited to have three of his players 
continue their careers down the road. 
“I think these guys will face the typical chal-
lenges any freshmen face adjusting physically, 
but they can definitely have an impact and help 
with the transition to I-A,” Wallace said. 
Elson said he felt the coaching staff had done 




* = UNC-Wilmington Tournament 
1 = USF Best Western Tournament in Tampa, Fla.
2 = Georgia Softball Classic
Baseball
Softball
Illustration provided by Doug Ault
This is an artist’s rendering of the new track and field facil-
ity that will be located on South Street.
By dA v i d HA r t e n
Herald Reporter
For the Lady Topper starting line-up, last 
night’s game at South Alabama could have 
resembled a marathon run.
Four of Western’s five starters played at least 
31 minutes in the team’s 68-65 victory over the 
Lady Jaguars.
“We were very proud of our poise and con-
fidence down the stretch,” Coach Mary Taylor 
Cowles said. “We pulled a lot minutes out of four 
of our ladies. The team continued to play hard and 
we were able to get the win.”
Junior forward Crystal Kelly was the only 
starter not to play 30 minutes for the Lady 
Toppers (17-5, 11-2 Sun Belt Conference East 
Division). Kelly played 24 minutes before fouling 
out in the second half.
The game was close throughout, with the score 
tied at 32 at halftime.  
Western held South Alabama (11-13, 5-9 Sun 
Belt East Division) in check on offense, shoot-
ing 36 percent from the floor. The Lady Toppers 
knocked down 42 percent of their shots. 
Junior guard Charlotte Marshall posted her 
first double-double of the season. She finished the 
game with 15 points and 11 rebounds.
“We played team ball,” Marshall said. “We 
were able to overcome a little adversity for a while 
when we got into foul trouble and (sophomore 
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Football
